Governing Body – 1st July 2008

Agenda item 14

Newham Sixth Form College

Governing Body

Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd April 2008
Present:
Gay Harrington (Chair), Karen Merkel, Chris Wood, John Middleton, Refa Ali, Chintan Patel, Dave Snazel, Mitch Karunaratne, Carole Snee, Lynne Richardson, Alec Kellaway.
In attendance: Paul Baglee (Clerk)

Apologies for absence were received from Meg Dabasia, Jason Fergus, 
Philip Dewe, Naresh Proddaturi and Sid Hughes.

1. Declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.

2. Appointment of new principal
The Chair thanked the governors for agreeing to attend the meeting earlier than originally scheduled.  She also thanked those governors who were unable to attend earlier for agreeing that the meeting could take place in their absence.

The Chair reported that following a national advertisement, the selection panel had received six applications for the post of principal.  Of these, three candidates had been shortlisted they had all attended the selection process which had taken place at the college earlier in the day.  The composition of the panel was the Chair, Vice-Chair, Carole Snee, Karen Merkel, John Middleton and Mitch Karunaratne. Graham Lane had also been co-opted to the panel and contributed to shortlisting but not to the final selection.  The panel had been supported through the recruitment process by Protocol National. 
Following the first phase of the process which involved governors, staff, senior staff and students and included a presentation, an initial interview, a written test and psychometric testing, the panel had unanimously agreed that one candidate only should be taken through to final interview.  Following this interview the panel wished to recommend that Eddie Playfair be appointed as the college’s new principal.  The governors noted that Mr Playfair was currently principal of Regent Sixth Form College in Leicester, which he had transformed from a failing to a successful college, and he was formerly head of sixth form at Tower Hamlets College.  The Chair added that Mr Playfair had stated that he would accept the post if it were offered to him.
The governors unanimously agreed to accept the panel’s recommendation and to appoint Mr Playfair as principal, subject to the receipt of satisfactory references. It was also agreed that details of the appointment would not be published until it had been confirmed.

The governors thanked Barbara Merritt and the Clerk for their work supporting the selection process.  
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