Search Committee – 16 June 2009
Agenda item 3 


Newham Sixth Form College

Search Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10 March 2009

Present:

John Middleton (Chair), Eddie Playfair 
In attendance:
Paul Baglee (Clerk)

Apologies for absence were received from Chris Wood, 

Lynne Richardson, Karen Merkel and Meg Dabasia.

1. Status of the meeting 

It was noted that the meeting was inquorate.  It was agreed that 
John Middleton should Chair and that he would make recommendations about the reports presented to the next meeting of the governing body.

2. Declaration of interests

There were no pecuniary interests.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2008

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2008 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4. Appointment and re-appointment of governors and membership update

The Chair received and considered a report on the appointment and reappointment of members.

The Chair was advised that the term of office of Dave Snazel, staff governor, would expire on 14 March 2009 and that Meg Dabasia’s and Karen Merkel’s terms of office as business governors would expire on 
27 June 2009 and 12 December 2009 respectively.

College support staff had been invited to nominate themselves to become a staff governor and both Meg Dabasia and Karen Merkel had indicated their willingness to be reappointed.  As Meg had served for three terms of office and Karen for two terms, the Chair considered the case for their reappointments. He noted that in addition to their considerable experience as governors and the significant contribution they made to the governing body, Meg had a background in financial services and Karen a background in strategic leadership and the arts.  As these skills were an important element of the governing body’s skill set, the Chair agreed to recommend to the governing body that both Meg and Karen be appointed as independent governors when their current terms expired.

The Chair also noted that Tom Scott had been appointed to replace 
Juail Ahmed as a student governor.  

5. Process for electing student governors

The Chair received and considered a report on the process for electing student governors.

The Chair agreed to recommend to the governing body that college staff should work with the students union to revise the election arrangements to ensure that there was a gender balance among student governors. It was noted the student union president was likely to remain an ex-officio member and that the other student governor would be a member of the executive and of the opposite sex to the president. The chair also noted that the elections would be brought forward to the summer term to enable the outgoing student governors to support the induction of those newly elected.
6. Ethnic origin of governors and their skill sets

The Chair received and considered a report showing the ethnic origin of governors and their skill sets.

The Chair agreed to recommend to the governing body that the search committee should aim to appoint suitably qualified candidates who would make the governing body more representative of the community it served.
7. Date of the next meeting

The committee agreed the next meeting should be held on 16 June 2009 at 6 pm.

