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Newham Sixth Form College

Search Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10 November 2009

Present:

Chris Wood (Chair), Imtiaz Shamsuddin, 

Eddie Playfair 
In attendance:
Paul Baglee (Clerk)

Apologies for absence were received from Gay Harrington, 

Andrew Seager and Karen Merkel.

1. Declaration of interests

There were no pecuniary interests.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2009, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

3. Appointment and re-appointment of governors and membership update

The committee received and considered a report on the appointment and reappointment of members.

The committee was advised that over the next 12 months the terms of office of four of the 13 independent governors would come to an end.  The first of these was Chris Wood, the chair of the corporation, whose current term expired on 27 March 2010.  Chris had indicated that he was willing to continue and committee members were keen to endorse this, but noted that the meeting would be inquorate if Chris Wood was to withdraw.  It was agreed that this matter should be put directly to the governing body.  The clerk was asked to make contact with the other independent governors whose terms expired in 2010 (viz. John Middleton, Gay Harrington and Philip Dewe) to find out if they wished to continue.

The committee noted the importance of filling the remaining vacancies on the governing body.  Members agreed that the principal should pursue a candidate who was a former student of the college and now the editor of the Newham Magazine, with a view to considering her for appointment as a governor or as a co-opted member linked to one of the committees.   

4. Annual skills audit
The committee was advised that governors had been asked to complete the annual skills audit return. The results would be presented to the next meeting of the governing body.
5. Annual report on governor attendance 2008/09
The committee received and considered the annual report on governor attendance for 2008/09.

The committee was advised that the average attendance at governing body meetings fell from 79% in 2007/08 to 72%.  When the rate of attendance was expressed as a percentage of the governing body when complete, it fell from 69% in 2007/08 to 57%.  The committee reiterated its view that the governor vacancies needed to be filled as quickly as possible and agreed to highlight the importance of regular attendance at the next governing body meeting.
The committee also received a breakdown of attendance at committee meetings.  It was noted that overall attendance was lower than in 2007/08.  As a result of this, memberships were reviewed at the last meeting of the governing body.  
6. Dates of meetings 2009/10
The committee agreed the following meeting dates:

· Spring – 9 March 2010 

· Summer – 15 June 2010
All meetings to start at 6.00 pm
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